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A is for Atlas  
Wonders of Maps and Mapping  

Dr Megan Barford   
 
Curator Megan Barford reveals 
stories about objects created 
centuries apart, showing the very 
different worlds in which maps 
were produced and consumed. 
From opulent globes designed for 
display to sketches drawn on scrap 
paper, each object in this lavishly 
illustrated volume is valuable for 
what it reveals about the hands 
that made it and the society that 
shaped it.  

Available now
ISBN 978-1-906367-93-0   
£35.00, hardback
250 x 225 mm, 256pp, 150+ colour photos
Categories: Cartography, map-making 
and projections; Naval and marine charts; 
Historical maps and atlases
Thema codes: RGV, RGXM, NHTP1

New for 2022

 
 
‘Barford gives us an innovative 
and often humorous history of 
the many, intertwining forms and 
functions of maps in the modern 
world, from thirteenth-century 
regional maps to smart phone 
maps guiding refugees. What’s 
your favourite letter?’ 
 
Matthew H. Edney, Osher Professor in 
the History of Cartography, University of 
Southern Maine

Royal Museums Greenwich 
is delighted to highlight our 
exciting new publications 
for 2022. The list of books 
presented in this catalogue 
showcase world-leading 
expertise, fascinating stories 
and beautiful artworks inspired 
by the sea, ships, time and 
the stars. 

We hope you enjoy reading 
them as much as we’ve 
enjoyed producing them.

Every purchase supports the 
Museum to help fund research, 
exhibitions and acquisitions. 

Royal Museums Greenwich 
Publishing team



New for 2022

The Challenger Expedition: 
Exploring the Ocean’s Depths 

Dr Erika Jones  
 
Published to commemorate 
the 150th anniversary of the 1872 
Challenger expedition, this lavishly 
illustrated volume tells the story 
of the groundbreaking voyage that 
transformed our understanding 
of the deep sea. Curator Erika 
Jones reveals tales of scientific 
breakthroughs, global trade networks 
and empire, and considers the legacy 
of the Challenger expedition on the 
history of oceanography.

20 October 2022
ISBN 978-1-906367-97-8
£25.00, paperback
246 x 189 mm, 256pp, approx. 150 images
Categories: History of science; Popular science; 
Geographical discovery and exploration 
Thema codes: PDZ, PDX, RGR

Polly Plum: 
Brave Adventurer 

Written by Jonathan Sellars 
Illustrated by Giulia Casarotto 
 
Polly Plum dreams of being a brave 
adventurer, but her father has other 
ideas. He wants her to settle down 
and become Mrs Smellbad-Frown. 
That won’t stop Polly though! Join 
her as she sets sail from Greenwich 
in search of excitement and thrills. 
You’ll meet singing pirates, a 
boastful ghost and a very, very 
hungry walrus along the way.

Watch out, adventure, here 
comes Polly!

Available now
ISBN 978-1-906367-92-3 
£8.99, paperback
270 x 215 mm, 32pp 
Categories: Children’s picture books
Thema code: YBC

Dr Erika Jones is Curator of 
Navigation and Oceanography 
at Royal Museums Greenwich. 
She was the recipient of a UK Arts 
and Humanities Research Council 
collaborative doctoral award with 
the National Maritime Museum 
and UCL, during which time she 
undertook original research into 
the Challenger expedition.



Moons 

Anna Gammon-Ross 
 
There are over 200 moons of all 
shapes and sizes in our Solar System 
alone, so what is it that makes a 
moon a moon? Some are made 
of rock, others ice, and many of 
these natural satellites are home to 
curious features like volcanoes and 
underground oceans. Starting with 
our own moon, Anna Gammon-Ross 
leads us on a journey through space 
to uncover the science behind 
these astronomical objects. 

Available now
ISBN: 978-1-906367-95-4  
£10.99, paperback
109 x 178 mm, 128pp
ategories: Astronomy, space & time; Solar 
system: the Sun & planets 
Thema codes: PGS, PGK

Previously published 

Royal Observatory 
Greenwich Illuminates 
series  

Royal Observatory Greenwich 
Illuminates is the brilliant new 
astronomy series from experts at 
the renowned home of time and 
space. The Observatory’s very own 
team of astronomers have written a 
whole host of accessible guides to 
everything in the cosmos, from stars 
and planets to the exploration of 
space! This exciting series continues 
with four new titles in 2022.  

The Universe 

Dr Greg Brown  
 
How big is the Universe? How 
did it begin? And, perhaps more 
worryingly, how will it end? Experts 
having been attempting to unravel 
these mysteries for centuries and 
while their efforts have forged our 
core understanding of physics and 
earned them a number of Nobel 
Prizes, there is much that eludes 
us still. Explore the secrets of the 
cosmos with astronomer Dr Greg 
Brown in this fascinating pocket 
guide to everything that ever was 
and ever will be.

Available now
ISBN: 978-1-906367-89-3 
£9.99, paperback
109 x 178 mm, 144pp
Categories: Solar System: the Sun and 
Planets; Cosmology and the Universe
Thema codes: PGS, PGK



The Search for Life     
Hannah Banyard    
 
Have you ever looked up at the 
night sky and thought, ‘is there 
anybody out there?’ Hannah Baynard 
explores the possibility of other life 
in the Universe, from the prospect 
of ancient bacteria locked away on 
Mars to the likelihood of contacting 
an interstellar civilisation. Delve into 
extra-terrestrial possibilities, from 
the first suggestions of alien life 
to cutting edge missions actively 
seeking to answer one of life’s 
biggest questions - are we alone?  

Spring 2023
ISBN: 978-1-906367-90-9  
£10.99, paperback  
109 x 178 mm, 128pp   
Categories: UFOs and extra-terrestrial 
beings; Cosmology and the Universe 
Thema codes: VXQB, PGK  

Aurorae  
Bryony Lanigan 
 
The beautiful and elusive sights of 
the aurorae have been the source 
of myths and legends since the 
beginning of humankind, but have 
you ever wondered about the 
science behind them? Astronomer 
Bryony Lanigan explores aspects 
of solar physics, atomic theory, 
atmospheric physics, and more to 
reveal at least some of the hows and 
whys of these magical shifting lights 
that we see not just on Earth, but on 
other planets too.

Available now
ISBN: 978-1-906367-96-1  
£10.99, paperback 
109 x 178 mm, 144pp 
Categories: Astronomy, space & time; Popular 
astronomy & space 
Thema codes: PG, WNX

Mars  
Patricia Skelton   
 
No other planet in our Solar 
System has fascinated humankind 
more than Mars. What is it about 
this dusty, dry world that has 
captured our imaginations? 
Patricia Skelton embarks on a 
journey of discovery, from ancient 
astronomy to contemporary pop 
culture. Learn about the space 
missions that have transformed our 
understanding of Mars, the rovers 
that call it home today and the 
challenges facing us as we aim to 
send humans there in the future.

6 October 2022  
ISBN: 978-1-906367-94-7 
£10.99, paperback 
109 x 178 mm, 128pp  
Categories: Astronomy, space & time; Solar system: 
the Sun & planets; Cosmology & the universe  
Thema codes: PG, PGS, PGK

Royal Museums Greenwich 
Illuminates series 



Adult backlist

Dressed to Kill Pirates: Fact and Fiction About Time Too

Paperback 
ISBN 978-1-906367-87-9 
£30.00 
230 x 170 mm 
256pp

An updated and expanded second 
edition of Dr Amy Miller’s definitive 
exploration of naval identity and 
masculinity. Boasting more than 
100 images of the National Maritime 
Museum’s extensive uniform 
collection, along with a selection 
of patterns, this unique publication 
analyses the historic origins 
of British naval uniform and its 
influence on contemporary fashion.

Hardback 
ISBN 978-1-906367-77-0 
£20.00 
230 x 170 mm 
208pp

The image of the pirate never 
fails to capture the imagination. 
The cut-throat robbers of history 
who plundered richly laden 
merchant ships are legendary. 
But piracy was more brutal and 
rebellious than some of the best 
artistic descriptions let on. This 
publication is the first port of call 
for anyone keen to separate the 
fact from the fiction.

Hardback 
ISBN 978-1-906367-66-4 
£12.99 
172 x 132 mm 
160pp

How old is Earth? Can we look 
back in time? How long is a light 
year? What is Greenwich Mean 
Time? When did time begin?

It’s high time you knew the answers 
to these and many more intriguing 
questions, so why not pass the 
time reading this light-hearted, 
illustrated miscellany, packed with 
amazing facts from the time experts 
at the Royal Observatory.



Figureheads 
Hardback 
ISBN 978-1-906367-63-3 
£12.99 
206 x 155 mm 
160pp

On The Line 
Hardback 
ISBN 978-1-906367-61-9 
£8.99 
178 x 125 mm 
56pp

Adult backlist

Cookery 
for Seamen 
Hardback 
ISBN 978-1-906367-62-6 
£6.99 
148 x 105 mm 
88pp

The Great 
British Seaside 
Hardback 
ISBN 978-0-948065-98-9 
£25.00 
245 x 245 mm 
128pp

The Armada 
Portrait 
Hardback 
ISBN 978-1-906367-68-8 
£12.99 
206 x 155 mm 
80pp 

Stripes 
and Types 
of the Royal 
Navy 
Hardback 
ISBN 978-1-906367-71-8 
£9.99 
148 x 105 mm 
80pp 

Royal Greenwich 
Hardback 
ISBN 978-1-906-367-75-6 
£20.00 
230 x 170 mm 
176pp

Treasures of 
Royal Museums 
Greenwich 
Paperback 
ISBN 978-0-948065-20-0 
£20.00
189 x 246 mm 
224pp



Children’s backlist

At Sea 
Without Tea 
Paperback 
ISBN 978-1-906367-65-7 
£8.99 
270 x 215 mm 
32pp 

Royal 
Museums 
Greenwich 
Kids’ Handbook 
Paperback 
ISBN 978-1-906367-73-2 
£6.00 
210 x 158 mm 
50pp

Ted’s 
Great Space 
Adventure 
Paperback 
ISBN 978-1-906367-67-1 
£7.99 
270 x 210 mm 
32pp

Space 
Adventures 
Sticker Activity 
Book 
Paperback 
ISBN 978-1-906367-70-1 
£6.99 
270 x 210 mm 
32pp

Pirate Gran 
Paperback 
ISBN 978-1-906376-07-7 
£6.99 
250 x 250 mm 
32pp

Pirate Gran 
and the Monsters 
Paperback 
ISBN 978-1-906367-55-8 
£6.99 
250 x 250 mm 
32pp

ABC of the Sea 
Board book 
ISBN 978-1-906367-79-4 
£5.99 
170 x 170 mm 
16pp

123 of the Sea 
Board book 
ISBN 978-1-906367-80-0
£5.99 
170 x 170 mm 
16pp

The Solar 
System: 
A Cosmic 
Adventure 
Hardback 
ISBN 978-1-906367-78-7 
£12.99 
270 x 215 mm 
48pp

SOLAR SYSTEM

ELIZABETH AVERY

A Cosmic Adventure

THE



Royal Museums 
Greenwich guidebooks 

National Maritime 
Museum Souvenir Guide 
Paperback 
ISBN 978-0-948065-99-6 
£6.00
210 x 168mm 
64pp

Royal Observatory 
Souvenir Guide 
Paperback 
ISBN 978-0-906367-64-0 
£6.00
210 x 168mm 
64pp

Maritime Greenwich 
Guidebook 
Paperback 
ISBN 978-1-906367-59-6 
£6.00
210 x 168mm 
80pp

The Queen’s House 
Souvenir Guide 
Paperback 
ISBN 978-1-906367-5 
£6.00
210 x 168mm 
80pp

Cutty Sark 
Souvenir Guide 
New edition coming soon 
Paperback 
ISBN 978-1-906367-98-5 
£6.00
210 x 168 mm 
80pp



At the heart of the UNESCO World Heritage Site 
of Maritime Greenwich are the four world-class 
attractions of Royal Museums Greenwich - the 
National Maritime Museum, the Royal Observatory, 
the Queen’s House and Cutty Sark. 

The sale of all publications support the work of 
Royal Museums Greenwich. All books are for sale 
from Museum shops and at shop.rmg.co.uk 

For all trade sales:
Unicorn Publishing Group
Charleston Studio
Meadow Business Centre
Lewes 
BN8 5RW

01363 866997
simon@unicornpublishing.org 
 

For all editorial and rights enquiries:
publishing@rmg.co.uk


